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Today’s 
speakers



Blue Cross Blue Shield Association is an association of independent Blue Cross and Blue Shield companies.

Trends in Preventive Care 
Utilization during COVID
Key Findings
March, 2021
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After a large drop early in the pandemic, preventive care 
utilization had a strong recovery through October

Note: Preventive care procedures are identified based on CMS and AMA recommended preventive service procedure codes
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There was a substantial drop in all preventive care services, 
particularly in cancer screenings and vaccines

Note: Preventive care procedures are identified based on CMS and AMA recommended preventive service procedure codes
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Breast Cancer Screenings showed largest overall drop, while 
Cervical and Colorectal saw larger relative YoY declines 

Note: Preventive care procedures are identified based on CMS and AMA recommended preventive service procedure codes
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Vaccination rates against Whooping Cough, Measles, and Polio 
have decreased by 26%, 26% and 16% respectively 

Note: The beginning of COVID (March through May) and the back to school vaccine push (August) are where many vaccines have been missed in 2020
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1 DTaP vaccination protects against Diphtheria, Tetanus, and acellular Pertussis (Whooping Cough)
2 MMR vaccination protects against Measles, Mumps, and Rubella
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An estimated 9 million MMR/DTaP/Polio vaccination doses1 
could be missed nationwide by children in 2020
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1 Missed vaccines are not equal to number of children who missed vaccines. An individual child could have missed more than one of these vaccines
* DTaP vaccination protects against Diphtheria, Tetanus, and acellular Pertussis (Whooping Cough)
* MMR vaccination protects against Measles, Mumps, and Rubella
2019 Vaccination Rate Source: https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6942a1.htm
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Key Findings of Childhood Vaccinations

• Child vaccinations have dropped by as much 
as 26% for MMR, DTaP, and Polio Vaccines 

• If the current downward trend in vaccinations 
is not made up, an estimated 9 million doses 
of the MMR, DTaP, and Polio vaccines could 
be missed in the US by the end of 2020

• Decreased vaccination rates put communities 
at higher risk of Measles and Whooping 
Cough outbreaks and could threaten current 
community protections against Polio



Delays in Cancer Screening and Diagnoses



ESTIMATES OF DELAYED/MISSED CANCER DIAGNOSES  

https://www.iqvia.com/insights/the-iqvia-institute/covid-19/shifts-in-healthcare-demand-delivery-and-care-during-the-covid-19-era



Changes in Newly 
Identified Cancers 

Source: Kaufman HW, Chen Z, Niles J, Fesko Y. Changes in the Number of US Patients With Newly Identified Cancer Before and 
During the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Pandemic. JAMA Netw Open. 2020;3(8):e2017267. 
doi:10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2020.17267 

Changes in Newly Identified Cancers



Model Estimates of Excess Breast and 
Colorectal Cancer Deaths 

Source: Sharpless NE. COVID-19 and cancer. Science. 2020;368(6497):1290. doi:10.1126/science.abd3377

https://science.sciencemag.org/content/368/6497/1290

~5,500 excess breast cancer deaths by 2030
~4500 excess CRC cancer deaths by 2030

Model Estimates of Excess Breast and Colorectal Cancer Deaths 

https://www.iqvia.com/insights/the-iqvia-institute/covid-19/shifts-in-healthcare-demand-delivery-and-care-during-the-covid-19-era


ACS Response to Resuming and Promoting Cancer Screening 

Resources: 
• https://www.acs4ccc.org/cancer-screening-and-care-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/
• https://www.acs4ccc.org/effectively-messaging-cancer-screening-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/

https://www.acs4ccc.org/cancer-screening-and-care-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.acs4ccc.org/effectively-messaging-cancer-screening-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/
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